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CHAPTER XII
THE STORY OF THE MOUNTAINS

How these peaks and mountain ranges arose is a
fascinating and impressive study. It has been
made by Mr. Hayden, who, in the fourth part
of the scientific memoir quoted in the previous
chapter, has compiled their history from his own
personal investigations and the accounts of his
fellow-observers in the Geological Survey of India.
And surely a scientific man could have no more
inspiring task than the unravelling of the past
history of the mighty Himalaya. Here we have
clue after clue traced down, the meaning of each
extracted, and the broad general outline of the
mountain’s story told in all its grand impressive-
ness, till one sees the earth pulsating like a living
being, rising and subsiding, and rising again, now
sinking inward till the sea flows over the depres-

sion, then rising into continental areas, anon sub-
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