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212 THE STORY OF THE MOUNTAINS

dealing in tracing the history of the mountains, it
is useful to speak in terms of numbers, even
though they may be only very approximately
correct. We may then assume that the oldest
rocks in Kashmir were deposited in sediment at
the bottom of the afore-mentioned shallow sea a
hundred million years ago. Some geologists and
biologists think that a still longer time must have
elapsed. Some physicists would maintain that
even so much is not allowable. But as an average
opinion, we may take a hundred million years ago
as the commencement of Kashmir history.

What were the limits of the sea which then
rolled over the site of Kashmir is not yet precisely
known. But the lower portion of the Indian
peninsula was then dry land, and connected by
land with Africa; and the sea probably extended
westward to Europe and eastward to China.
Into it the rivers bore down the debris and detritus
worked off by the rain from the dry land; and
thus were slowly deposited, in the long course
of many million years, sediments hundreds and
thousands of feet in thickness which, subsequently
upheaved and hardened, form the Kashmir moun-
tains of the present day.

The first great movement of which authentic
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