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55


THE MAHARAJA’S PALACE 55

can only hope that time will either tone down the
present ungainliness or remove it altogether, and
erect a building more worthy of the rulers and of
the beautiful country which they rule.

On either side are two handsome villas of brick
and wood such as are seen on the banks of the
Thames; the one belonged to the Maharaja’s brother
Raja Sir Amar Singh, and the other is allotted
by His Highness to his chief spiritual adviser.
Beyond is the great flight of steps, at which Lord
Minto landed on his arrival in 1906, leading to the
main land entrance of the palace on the one hand,
and on the other to a new, well-built, fairly clean
and extremely picturesque bazaar.

Then the last, or rather, as it is commonly known,
the first bridge is passed, over which lies the main
road from Rawal Pindi and Baramula to Srinagar
and the Munshi Bagh; and beyond this are passed
more villas, then the State Hospital and the
Museum on the right and various State buildings on
the left, including the old Guest House in which were
entertained Sir Henry Lawrence and John Nicholson.
Beyond this we are clear of the town, and along
the “Bund” or embankment, which forms a lovely
walk by the water-edge, has arisen a series of smart
European buildings—the missionaries’ quarters, the
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