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or season, which is often prolonged to three, five,
seven, or even fifteen days. The practice of making
calls and presents still prevails, and, though
quite burdensome, illustrates the thoughtfulness, good
cheer, and generosity of the people.[1]
The Dolls' Festival is the one especially devoted
to the girls; and the Feast of Flags is set apart
for the boys. The Festival of the Star Vega commemorates
a tradition concerning two starry lovers on
opposite sides of the Milky Way, or River of Heaven.
The Chrysanthemum Festival seems to have been
overshadowed by the Emperor's Birthday.

There are also many "flower festivals," such as
those of viewing the plum, cherry, wistaria, iris,
morning-glory, lotus, maple, etc.[2]
One of the most important of the Buddhist festivals
is that in honor of the spirits of the dead; it is
called Bon-matsuri and comes in the middle of July.
Buddha's birthday in April is also observed. There
is a Japanese Memorial Day, celebrated twice a year
in May and November, when immense crowds flock
to the shrines called Shōkonsha, and pay their homage
to the spirits of those who have died for their country.
Moreover, space would fail to tell of the numerous
local shrines and temples, Shintō and Buddhist,
where the people flock annually or semi-annually, to
"worship" a few minutes and enjoy a picnic for the
remainder of the day. And, in Christian circles,


	↑ See chap. xx. of Hearn's "Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan."

	↑ See Appendix, and Clement's "Japanese Floral Calendar."
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