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general, and are even told that Japan is only "playing"
with parliamentary and representative institutions,
that her popular assemblies are mere "toys,"
her constitutional government is all a "farce," and
her new civilization is nothing but a "bib." Such
criticisms, however, result either from ignorance or
from a wrong point of view. It is undeniably true
that, viewed from the vantage-ground attained by
popular institutions and constitutional government
in many Occidental nations, Japan is still lagging
behind. It is not fair, however, to judge her by
our own standards; the only just way is to estimate
carefully the exact difference between her former
and her present conditions. This the author has
tried to do elsewhere in a pamphlet[1] on "Constitutional
Government in Japan," in which he has given
a sketch of the workings of the Japanese Constitution
during the first decade, or period, of its history.
From that he quotes the following conclusions:—

The progress made during the first decade of constitutional
government in Japan was considerable.
In the first place, popular rights were largely expanded
by the removal of most of the restrictions
on freedom of the press and public meeting; as
much extension of the electoral franchise as seems
warranted was accomplished; and public opinion, as
voiced in the newspapers and magazines, was wielding
an increased and constantly increasing influence.


	↑ Published in the "Annals of the American Academy of Political
and Social Science."
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