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A HANDBOOK OF MODERN JAPAN



On this point the "Japan Times" says: "No one
who goes into the country and compares the present
degree of the people's political education with what
it was ten years ago, can fail to be struck by the
immense progress achieved during that interval."

In the second place, the character of the two
Houses of the Imperial Diet has greatly improved.
The inexperienced have given way to the experienced,
the ignorant to the intelligent; so that, after
six elections, the personnel of the House of Representatives
is of a much better quality, and the House
of Peers has been quickened by the infusion of new
blood. Experience, as usual, has been a good teacher.

In the third place, the Cabinet, theoretically responsible
to the Emperor because appointed by him
on his own sole authority, is practically responsible
to the Imperial Diet and must command the support
of a majority of that body. Hereafter it would seem
that dissolution of the Diet is not likely to occur as
often as dissolution of the Cabinet.

The one weak point in this situation is that,
although the principle of party cabinets is thus established,
its practical application is difficult of realization,
simply because there are no true political
parties in Japan. There are many so-called "parties,"
which are really only factions, bound together
by personal, class, geographical, or mercantile ties,
and without distinctive principles. One "party"
is actually Count Ōkuma's following; another is
Count Itagaki's; another is called "the business
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