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CHAPTER XVIII

CONFUCIANISM, BUSHIDŌ, BUDDHISM 




Outline of Topics: Confucianism; "Five Relations"; Bushidō; influences of Confucianism and Bushidō.—Buddhism; general view; chief sects; Tendai sect; Shingon sect; Zen sect; Jōdo sect; Shin sect; Nichiren sect; New Buddhism; influences of Buddhism; corruption of Buddhism; control of cemeteries; mixed sects.—Relations of Shintō, Confucianism, and Buddhism.—Religious toleration.—Bibliography.

The philosophical teachings of Confucius
were very popular in Japan among the educated
classes, who, caring little for religion,
were content to supplement Shintō with Confucianism.
Its moral code undoubtedly proved beneficial
to Japan in many respects; but now it is
practically superseded by the doctrines of Western
atheistic, agnostic, and materialistic philosophy.

The "five relations" (gorin), around which clustered
the Confucian ethical code, were those of
Father and Son, Ruler and Ruled, Husband and
Wife, Elder and Younger Brothers, and Friends. In
China, "filial piety," the great virtue of the first
relation, was the foundation of the whole system;
but in Japanese Confucianism this was relegated
to the second place, and "loyalty," the great virtue
of the second relation, was put first. The scope
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