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III. The Development of the Soroban.
23


The date of the introduction of the rods into Japan is unknown, but at any rate from the time of the Empress Suiko (593—628 A. D.)[1] the chikusaku (bamboo rods) were used. These were thin round sticks about 2 mm. in diameter and 12 cm. in length, but because of their liability to roll they were in due time replaced by the sangi pieces, square prisms about 7 mm. thick and 5 cm. long. (Fig. 5.)
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 Fig. 5. The sangi or computing rods. Nineteenth century specimens.


When this transition took place is unknown nor is it material since the methods of using the two were the same.[2]

The method of representing the numbers by means of the sangi was the same as the one already described as having long been used by the Chinese. The units, hundreds, ten


	↑ Hayashi, T. A brief history of the Japanese Mathematics, in the Nieuw Archief voor Wiskunde, tweede Reeks, zesde en sevende Deel, part I, p. 18.

	↑ Indeed it is not certain that there was a sudden change from one to the other or that the names signified two different forms. The old Chinese names were ch’eon (which is the Japanese sangi) and  t’sê, and these were used as synonymous.
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