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Pair-oars.
125


We have said that good watermen will sit a pair where bad
ones will roll. So far so good. But good watermen, first begin-
ning practice with each other, must not assume that because
they do not roll their uniformity is therefore proved. heir
power of balance can keep the boar upright, even though there
may be at first some inaccuracies of work. ‘Thus to balance a
boat requires a certain amount of exertion ; in a race, at this
stage, this labour of balancing would take something off the
power of the stroke, Besides, until the two oars work with
similar pressure through the whole stroke, the keel cannot be
travelling dead straight. Steady thongh good men may be at
seratch, they will gain in pace as they continuc to practise, and
insensibly assimilate theiraction, With bad watermen cessation
of rolling is a sign that the styles have at last assimilated ; with
good watermen the deduction is not necessarily sound.

In old days pair-oars rowed without rudders. The two
oars guided the ship, It was best to let the stronger man
steer. He could thus set his partner to do his best all the
way in a race, could ease an over or two, or lay on that much
extra, from stroke to streke, according as the stern-post re-
quired balancing on the landmark which had been selected as
its point dappui. ‘To \earn each other's strength and to know
the course, to know by heart when to lay on for this corner, or
to row off for that, was the study of practice and tested water-
manship. in modem times a thin metal rudder is usually
used, steered as in coxswainless fours. In a beam wind this
materially aids pace, it enables the leeward oar to do his full
share, instead of paddling while his partner is toiling. Even
in still water it is some gain, provided the helm can he easily
‘trailed’ when not wanted. The facility with which such a
pair can be steered tempts men to omit to study that delicate
balance of a boat’s stern on its point which was the acme of
art before rudders came in. We have seen a (rudderless) pair
leave a wake up Henley reach, from island to point, on a glassy
evening, as straight as if a surveyor’s line had been stretched
there. In fact, to steer such a pair, with a practical partner,
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