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Boating.





CHAPTER II.

THE RISE OF MODERN OARSMANSHIP.
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GENERAL.

Written records of rowing performances in the last century are but scarce. In 1715 Mr. Doggett, a comedian, founded a race which has survived to the present day—to wit, ‘Doggett’s coat and badge’ (of freedom of the river). ‘Watermen’ have to serve as ‘apprentices’ for seven years, during which time they may not ply for hire on their own account, but only on behalf of their masters. When they have served their time they can become ‘free’ of the river, on payment of certain fees to the Corporation.

In order to encourage good oarsmanship, prizes which paid the fees for freedom, and bestowed a ‘coat and badge’ of merit, have often been given by patrons of aquatics. Doggett’s prize is the oldest of its class, and of all established races, The contest used to be from London Bridge to Chelsea against the ebb
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