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that the validity of an inference does not depend on any
tendency of the mind to accept it, however strong such tendency
may be; but consists in the real fact that, when
premises like those of the argument in question are true,
conclusions related to them like that of this argument are
also true. It was remarked that in a logical mind an argument
is always conceived as a member of a genus of
arguments all constructed in the same way, and such that,
when their premises are real facts, their conclusions are so
also. If the argument is demonstrative, then this is always
so; if it is only probable, then it is for the most part so.
As Locke says, the probable argument is "such as for the
most part carries truth with it."

According to this, that real and sensible difference between
one degree of probability and another, in which the
meaning of the distinction lies, is that in the frequent employment
of two different modes of inference, one will carry
truth with it oftener than the other. It is evident that this
is the only difference there is in the existing fact. Having
certain premises, a man draws a certain conclusion, and as
far as this inference alone is concerned the only possible
practical question is whether that conclusion is true or not,
and between existence and non-existence there is no middle
term. "Being only is and nothing is altogether not," said
Parmenides; and this is in strict accordance with the analysis
of the conception of reality given in the last paper. For
we found that the distinction of reality and fiction depends
on the supposition that sufficient investigation would cause
one opinion to be universally received and all others to be
rejected. That presupposition, involved in the very con-
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