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	ceptions of reality and figment, involves a complete sundering

of the two. It is the heaven-and-hell idea in the domain
of thought. But, in the long run, there is a real fact
which corresponds to the idea of probability, and it is that
a given mode of inference sometimes proves successful and
sometimes not, and that in a ratio ultimately fixed. As we
go on drawing inference after inference of the given kind,
during the first ten or hundred cases the ratio of successes
may be expected to show considerable fluctuations; but
when we come into the thousands and millions, these fluctuations
become less and less; and if we continue long
enough, the ratio will approximate toward a fixed limit.
We may, therefore, define the probability of a mode of
argument as the proportion of cases in which it carries truth
with it.

The inference from the premise, A, to the conclusion, B,
depends, as we have seen, on the guiding principle, that if
a fact of the class A is true, a fact of the class B is true.
The probability consists of the fraction whose numerator
is the number of times in which both A and B are true,
and whose denominator is the total number of times in
which A is true, whether B is so or not. Instead of speaking
of this as the probability of the inference, there is not
the slightest objection to calling it the probability that, if
A happens, B happens. But to speak of the probability
of the event B, without naming the condition, really has no
meaning at all. It is true that when it is perfectly obvious
what condition is meant, the ellipsis may be permitted. But
we should avoid contracting the habit of using language in
this way (universal as the habit is), because it gives rise
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