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of chance. But suppose he should choose the red pack,
and should draw the wrong card, what consolation would he
have? He might say that he had acted in accordance with
reason, but that would only show that his reason was absolutely
worthless. And if he should choose the right card,
how could he regard it as anything but a happy accident?
He could not say that if he had drawn from the other pack,
he might have drawn the wrong one, because an hypothetical
proposition such as, "if A, then B," means nothing with
reference to a single case. Truth consists in the existence
of a real fact corresponding to the true proposition. Corresponding
to the proposition, "if A, then B," there may be
the fact that whenever such an event as A happens such an
event as B happens. But in the case supposed, which has
no parallel as far as this man is concerned, there would be
no real fact whose existence could give any truth to the
statement that, if he had drawn from the other pack, he
might have drawn a black card. Indeed, since the validity
of an inference consists in the truth of the hypothetical
proposition that if the premises be true the conclusion will
also be true, and since the only real fact which can correspond
to such a proposition is that whenever the antecedent
is true the consequent is so also, it follows that there can
be no sense in reasoning in an isolated case, at all.

These considerations appear, at first sight, to dispose of
the difficulty mentioned. Yet the case of the other side is
not yet exhausted. Although probability will probably
manifest its effect in, say, a thousand risks, by a certain
proportion between the numbers of successes and failures,
yet this, as we have seen, is only to say that it certainly will,











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/112&oldid=11099865"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:18
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:18.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








