
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Chance, love, and logic - philosophical essays (IA chancelovelogicp00peir 0).pdf/157

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
perfectly free from all responsibility, and there would be
nothing to do but to enjoy or suffer whatever happened to
come along. Thus there would be nothing to stimulate or
develop either the mind or the will, and we consequently
should neither act nor think. We should have no memory,
because that depends on a law of our organization. Even
if we had any senses, we should be situated toward such a
world precisely as inanimate objects are toward the present
one, provided we suppose that these objects have an absolutely
transitory and instantaneous consciousness without
memory—a supposition which is a mere mode of speech,
for that would be no consciousness at all. We may, therefore,
say that a world of chance is simply our actual world
viewed from the standpoint of an animal at the very vanishing-point
of intelligence. The actual world is almost a
chance-medley to the mind of a polyp. The interest which
the uniformities of Nature have for an animal measures
his place in the scale of intelligence.

Thus, nothing can be made out from the orderliness of
Nature in regard to the existence of a God, unless it be
maintained that the existence of a finite mind proves the
existence of an infinite one.



III

In the last of these papers we examined the nature of
inductive or synthetic reasoning. We found it to be a
process of sampling. A number of specimens of a class
are taken, not by selection within that class, but at random.
These specimens will agree in a great number of respects.
If, now, it were likely that a second lot would agree with
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