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the first in the majority of these respects, we might base
on this consideration an inference in regard to any one of
these characters. But such an inference would neither be
of the nature of induction, nor would it (except in special
cases) be valid, because the vast majority of points of
agreement in the first sample drawn would generally be
entirely accidental, as well as insignificant. To illustrate
this, I take the ages at death of the first five poets given in
Wheeler's Biographical Dictionary. They are:



Aagard, 48.

Abeille, 70.

Abulola, 84.

Abunowas, 48.

Accords, 45.




These five ages have the following characters in common:

1. The difference of the two digits composing the number,
divided by three, leaves a remainder of one.

2. The first digit raised to the power indicated by the
second, and divided by three, leaves a remainder of one.

3. The sum of the prime factors of each age, including
one, is divisible by three.

It is easy to see that the number of accidental agreements
of this sort would be quite endless. But suppose
that, instead of considering a character because of its prevalence
in the sample, we designate a character before
taking the sample, selecting it for its importance, obviousness,
or other point of interest. Then two considerable
samples drawn at random are extremely likely to agree











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/158&oldid=11099954"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:26
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:26.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








