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approximately in regard to the proportion of occurrences
of a character so chosen. The inference that a previously designated character has nearly the same frequency of occurrence in the whole of a class that it has in a sample drawn at random out of that class is induction. If the character
be not previously designated, then a sample in which
it is found to be prevalent can only serve to suggest that
it may be prevalent in the whole class. We may consider
this surmise as an inference if we please—an inference
of possibility; but a second sample must be drawn to test
the question of whether the character actually is prevalent.
Instead of designating beforehand a single character in
reference to which we will examine a sample, we may designate
two, and use the same sample to determine the relative
frequencies of both. This will be making two inductive
inferences at once; and, of course, we are less certain that
both will yield correct conclusions than we should be that
either separately would do so. What is true of two characters
is true of any limited number. Now, the number
of characters which have any considerable interest for us
in reference to any class of objects is more moderate than
might be supposed. As we shall be sure to examine any
sample with reference to these characters, they may be
regarded not exactly as predesignated, but as predetermined
(which amounts to the same thing); and we may
infer that the sample represents the class in all these respects
if we please, remembering only that this is not so
secure an inference as if the particular quality to be looked
for had been fixed upon beforehand.

The demonstration of this theory of induction rests upon











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/159&oldid=13782286"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 13 January 2024, at 10:43
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 13 January 2024, at 10:43.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








