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he might have conceptions different from those of time,
space, and force, but which coincided with them in regard
to the ordinary cases of the animal's experience. But, as
that animal would have an immense advantage in the
struggle for life whose mechanical conceptions did not break
down in a novel situation (such as development must bring
about), there would be a constant selection in favor of
more and more correct ideas of these matters. Thus would
be attained the knowledge of that fundamental law upon
which all science rolls; namely, that forces depend upon
relations of time, space, and mass. When this idea was
once sufficiently clear, it would require no more than a
comprehensible degree of genius to discover the exact nature
of these relations. Such an hypothesis naturally suggests
itself, but it must be admitted that it does not seem
sufficient to account for the extraordinary accuracy with
which these conceptions apply to the phenomena of Nature,
and it is probable that there is some secret here which
remains to be discovered.



V

Some important questions of logic depend upon whether
we are to consider the material universe as of limited extent
and finite age, or quite boundless in space and in time.
In the former case, it is conceivable that a general plan
or design embracing the whole universe should be discovered,
and it would be proper to be on the alert for some
traces of such a unity. In the latter case, since the proportion
of the world of which we can have any experience
is less than the smallest assignable fraction, it follows that
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