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intelligence, and take possession of the mind on small provocation,
while of other conceptions we are prepossessed,
indeed, but not so strongly, down a scale which is greatly
extended. The tendency to personify every thing, and to
attribute human characters to it, may be said to be innate;
but it is a tendency which is very soon overcome by civilized
man in regard to the greater part of the objects about him.
Take such a conception as that of gravitation varying inversely
as the square of the distance. It is a very simple
law. But to say that it is simple is merely to say that it
is one which the mind is particularly adapted to apprehend
with facility. Suppose the idea of a quantity multiplied
into another had been no more easy to the mind than that
of a quantity raised to the power indicated by itself—should
we ever have discovered the law of the solar system?

It seems incontestable, therefore, that the mind of man
is strongly adapted to the comprehension of the world; at
least, so far as this goes, that certain conceptions, highly
important for such a comprehension, naturally arise in his
mind; and, without such a tendency, the mind could never
have had any development at all.

How are we to explain this adaptation? The great
utility and indispensableness of the conceptions of time,
space, and force, even to the lowest intelligence, are such
as to suggest that they are the results of natural selection.
Without something like geometrical, kinetical, and mechanical
conceptions, no animal could seize his food or do anything
which might be necessary for the preservation of the
species. He might, it is true, be provided with an instinct
which would generally have the same effect; that is to say,
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