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unlikely to fit together by accident. Therefore, of a great
number of inferences of this sort, but a very small proportion
would be deceptive. The analogy of hypothesis with
induction is so strong that some logicians have confounded
them. Hypothesis has been called an induction of characters.
A number of characters belonging to a certain class
are found in a certain object; whence it is inferred that all
the characters of that class belong to the object in question.
This certainly involves the same principle as induction;
yet in a modified form. In the first place, characters are
not susceptible of simple enumeration like objects; in the
next place, characters run in categories. When we make
an hypothesis like that about the piece of paper, we only
examine a single line of characters, or perhaps two or three,
and we take no specimen at all of others. If the hypothesis
were nothing but an induction, all that we should be justified
in concluding, in the example above, would be that the
two pieces of paper which matched in such irregularities
as have been examined would be found to match in other,
say slighter, irregularities. The inference from the shape
of the paper to its ownership is precisely what distinguishes
hypothesis from induction, and makes it a bolder and more
perilous step.

The same warnings that have been given against imagining
that induction rests upon the uniformity of Nature
might be repeated in regard to hypothesis. Here, as there,
such a theory not only utterly fails to account for the
validity of the inference, but it also gives rise to methods
of conducting it which are absolutely vicious. There are,
no doubt, certain uniformities in Nature, the knowledge of
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