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to beset systems previously in vogue; and such ought certainly
to be in large part the motive of any new theory.
This is like partially rebuilding a house. The faults that
have been committed are, first, that the repairs of the
dilapidations have generally not been sufficiently thorough-*going,
and second, that not sufficient pains had been taken
to bring the additions into deep harmony with the really
sound parts of the old structure.

When a man is about to build a house, what a power of
thinking he has to do, before he can safely break ground!
With what pains he has to excogitate the precise wants that
are to be supplied! What a study to ascertain the most
available and suitable materials, to determine the mode
of construction to which those materials are best adapted,
and to answer a hundred such questions! Now without
riding the metaphor too far, I think we may safely say
that the studies preliminary to the construction of a great
theory should be at least as deliberate and thorough as
those that are preliminary to the building of a dwelling-*house.

That systems ought to be constructed architectonically
has been preached since Kant, but I do not think the full
import of the maxim has by any means been apprehended.
What I would recommend is that every person who wishes
to form an opinion concerning fundamental problems, should
first of all make a complete survey of human knowledge,
should take note of all the valuable ideas in each branch of
science, should observe in just what respect each has been
successful and where it has failed, in order that in the light
of the thorough acquaintance so attained of the available
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