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	plate a consistent theory, etc. A feeling is a state of mind

having its own living quality, independent of any other
state of mind. Or, a feeling is an element of consciousness
which might conceivably override every other state until it
monopolized the mind, although such a rudimentary state
cannot actually be realized, and would not properly be
consciousness. Still, it is conceivable, or supposable, that
the quality of blue should usurp the whole mind, to the
exclusion of the ideas of shape, extension, contrast, commencement
and cessation, and all other ideas, whatsoever.
A feeling is necessarily perfectly simple, in itself, for if it
had parts these would also be in the mind, whenever the
whole was present, and thus the whole could not monopolize
the mind.[1]
Besides Feelings, we have Sensations of reaction; as
when a person blindfold suddenly runs against a post, when
we make a muscular effort, or when any feeling gives way
to a new feeling. Suppose I had nothing in my mind but
a feeling of blue, which were suddenly to give place to a
feeling of red; then, at the instant of transition there would
be a shock, a sense of reaction, my blue life being transmuted
into red life. If I were further endowed with a
memory, that sense would continue for some time, and there
would also be a peculiar feeling or sentiment connected
with it. This last feeling might endure (conceivably I
mean) after the memory of the occurrence and the feelings
of blue and red had passed away. But the sensation of
reaction cannot exist except in the actual presence of the


	↑ A feeling may certainly be compound, but only in virtue of a perception
which is not that feeling nor any feeling at all.
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