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certainty for it. A line, according to ordinary notions, we
have seen is a linear quantity where the two points at infinity
coincide. A velocity is another example. A train going with
infinite velocity from Chicago to New York would be at all
the points on the line at the very same instant, and if the
time of transit were reduced to less than nothing it would be
moving in the other direction. An angle is a familiar example
of a mode of magnitude with no real immeasurable
values. One of the questions philosophy has to consider
is whether the development of the universe is like the increase
of an angle, so that it proceeds forever without tending
toward anything unattained, which I take to be the
Epicurean view, or whether the universe sprang from a
chaos in the infinitely distant past to tend toward something
different in the infinitely distant future, or whether
the universe sprang from nothing in the past to go on indefinitely
toward a point in the infinitely distant future,
which, were it attained, would be the mere nothing from
which it set out.

The doctrine of the absolute applied to space comes to
this, that either—

First, space is, as Euclid teaches, both unlimited and
immeasurable, so that the infinitely distant parts of any
plane seen in perspective appear as a straight line, in which
case the sum of the three angles of a triangle amounts to
180°; or,

Second, space is immeasurable but limited, so that the
infinitely distant parts of any plane seen in perspective
appear as a circle, beyond which all is blackness, and in
this case the sum of the three angles of a triangle is less
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