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	flection that the publication of other negative parallaxes

may have been suppressed. I think we may feel confident
that the parallax of the furthest star lies somewhere between
-0.´´05 and +0.´´15, and within another century our grandchildren
will surely know whether the three angles of a
triangle are greater or less than 180°,—that they are
exactly that amount is what nobody ever can be justified in
concluding. It is true that according to the axioms of
geometry the sum of the three sides of a triangle are precisely
180°; but these axioms are now exploded, and
geometers confess that they, as geometers, know not the
slightest reason for supposing them to be precisely true.
They are expressions of our inborn conception of space,
and as such are entitled to credit, so far as their truth could
have influenced the formation of the mind. But that affords
not the slightest reason for supposing them exact.

Now, metaphysics has always been the ape of mathematics.
Geometry suggested the idea of a demonstrative
system of absolutely certain philosophical principles; and
the ideas of the metaphysicians have at all times been in
large part drawn from mathematics. The metaphysical
axioms are imitations of the geometrical axioms; and now
that the latter have been thrown overboard, without doubt
the former will be sent after them. It is evident, for instance,
that we can have no reason to think that every
phenomenon in all its minutest details is precisely determined
by law. That there is an arbitrary element in the
universe we see,—namely, its variety. This variety must
be attributed to spontaneity in some form.

Had I more space, I now ought to show how important
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