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for philosophy is the mathematical conception of continuity.
Most of what is true in Hegel is a darkling glimmer of a
conception which the mathematicians had long before made
pretty clear, and which recent researches have still further
illustrated.

Among the many principles of Logic which find their
application in Philosophy, I can here only mention one.
Three conceptions are perpetually turning up at every point
in every theory of logic, and in the most rounded systems
they occur in connection with one another. They are conceptions
so very broad and consequently indefinite that they
are hard to seize and may be easily overlooked. I call
them the conceptions of First, Second, Third. First is the
conception of being or existing independent of anything else.
Second is the conception of being relative to, the conception
of reaction with, something else. Third is the conception
of mediation, whereby a first and second are brought
into relation. To illustrate these ideas, I will show how
they enter into those we have been considering. The origin
of things, considered not as leading to anything, but in
itself, contains the idea of First, the end of things that of
Second, the process mediating between them that of Third.
A philosophy which emphasizes the idea of the One, is
generally a dualistic philosophy in which the conception
of Second receives exaggerated attention; for this One
(though of course involving the idea of First) is always
the other of a manifold which is not one. The idea of the
Many, because variety is arbitrariness and arbitrariness is
repudiation of any Secondness, has for its principal component
the conception of First. In psychology Feeling is
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