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II. THE DOCTRINE OF NECESSITY EXAMINED[1]

In The Monist for January, 1891, I endeavored to show
what elementary ideas ought to enter into our view of the
universe. I may mention that on those considerations I
had already grounded a cosmical theory, and from it had
deduced a considerable number of consequences capable
of being compared with experience. This comparison is
now in progress, but under existing circumstances must
occupy many years.

I propose here to examine the common belief that every
single fact in the universe is precisely determined by law.
It must not be supposed that this is a doctrine accepted
everywhere and at all times by all rational men. Its first
advocate appears to have been Democritus, the atomist, who
was led to it, as we are informed, by reflecting upon the
"impenetrability, translation, and impact of matter
([Greek: antitupia kai phora kai plêgê tês hulês])." That is to
say, having restricted his attention to a field where no influence
other than mechanical constraint could possibly come
before his notice, he straightway jumped to the conclusion
that throughout the universe that was the sole principle of
action,—a style of reasoning so usual in our day with men
not unreflecting as to be more than excusable in the infancy
of thought. But Epicurus, in revising the atomic
doctrine and repairing its defences, found himself obliged


	↑ The Monist, April, 1892.
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