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to suppose that atoms swerve from their courses by spontaneous
chance; and thereby he conferred upon the theory
life and entelechy. For we now see clearly that the peculiar
function of the molecular hypothesis in physics is
to open an entry for the calculus of probabilities. Already,
the prince of philosophers had repeatedly and emphatically
condemned the dictum of Democritus (especially in the
"Physics," Book II, chapters iv, v, vi), holding that events
come to pass in three ways, namely, (1) by external compulsion,
or the action of efficient causes, (2) by virtue of
an inward nature, or the influence of final causes, and (3)
irregularly without definite cause, but just by absolute
chance; and this doctrine is of the inmost essence of Aristotelianism.
It affords, at any rate, a valuable enumeration
of the possible ways in which anything can be supposed
to have come about. The freedom of the will, too, was
admitted both by Aristotle and by Epicurus. But the Stoa,
which in every department seized upon the most tangible,
hard, and lifeless element, and blindly denied the existence
of every other, which, for example, impugned the validity
of the inductive method and wished to fill its place with the
reductio ad absurdum, very naturally became the one school
of ancient philosophy to stand by a strict necessitarianism,
thus returning to a single principle of Democritus that
Epicurus had been unable to swallow. Necessitarianism
and materialism with the Stoics went hand in hand, as by
affinity they should. At the revival of learning, Stoicism
met with considerable favor, partly because it departed
just enough from Aristotle to give it the spice of novelty,
and partly because its superficialities well adapted it for
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