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acceptance by students of literature and art who wanted
their philosophy drawn mild. Afterwards, the great discoveries
in mechanics inspired the hope that mechanical
principles might suffice to explain the universe; and though
without logical justification, this hope has since been continually
stimulated by subsequent advances in physics.
Nevertheless, the doctrine was in too evident conflict with
the freedom of the will and with miracles to be generally
acceptable, at first. But meantime there arose that most
widely spread of philosophical blunders, the notion that
associationalism belongs intrinsically to the materialistic
family of doctrines; and thus was evolved the theory of
motives; and libertarianism became weakened. At present,
historical criticism has almost exploded the miracles, great
and small; so that the doctrine of necessity has never been
in so great vogue as now.

The proposition in question is that the state of things
existing at any time, together with certain immutable laws,
completely determine the state of things at every other time
(for a limitation to future time is indefensible). Thus,
given the state of the universe in the original nebula, and
given the laws of mechanics, a sufficiently powerful mind
could deduce from these data the precise form of every
curlicue of every letter I am now writing.

Whoever holds that every act of the will as well as every
idea of the mind is under the rigid governance of a necessity
co-ordinated with that of the physical world, will logically
be carried to the proposition that minds are part of
the physical world in such a sense that the laws of mechanics
determine everything that happens according to
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