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immutable attractions and repulsions. In that case, that
instantaneous state of things from which every other state
of things is calculable consists in the positions and velocities
of all the particles at any instant. This, the usual and
most logical form of necessitarianism, is called the mechanical
philosophy.

When I have asked thinking men what reason they had
to believe that every fact in the universe is precisely determined
by law, the first answer has usually been that
the proposition is a "presupposition" or postulate of scientific
reasoning. Well, if that is the best that can be said
for it, the belief is doomed. Suppose it be "postulated":
that does not make it true, nor so much as afford the slightest
rational motive for yielding it any credence. It is as
if a man should come to borrow money, and when asked
for his security, should reply he "postulated" the loan.
To "postulate" a proposition is no more than to hope it is
true. There are, indeed, practical emergencies in which
we act upon assumptions of certain propositions as true,
because if they are not so, it can make no difference how
we act. But all such propositions I take to be hypotheses
of individual facts. For it is manifest that no universal
principle can in its universality be comprised in a special
case or can be requisite for the validity of any ordinary
inference. To say, for instance, that the demonstration
by Archimedes of the property of the lever would fall to
the ground if men were endowed with free-will, is extravagant;
yet this is implied by those who make a proposition
incompatible with the freedom of the will the postulate of
all inference. Considering, too, that the conclusions of
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