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true; and with the substitution of "I" for "we," it is
true in the mouths of several classes of minds, the blindly
passionate, the unreflecting and ignorant, and the person
who has overwhelming evidence before his eyes. But
that which has been inconceivable to-day has often turned
out indisputable on the morrow. Inability to conceive is
only a stage through which every man must pass in regard
to a number of beliefs,—unless endowed with extraordinary
obstinacy and obtuseness. His understanding is enslaved
to some blind compulsion which a vigorous mind is pretty
sure soon to cast off.

Some seek to back up the a priori position with empirical
arguments. They say that the exact regularity of the world
is a natural belief, and that natural beliefs have generally
been confirmed by experience. There is some reason in
this. Natural beliefs, however, if they generally have a
foundation of truth, also require correction and purification
from natural illusions. The principles of mechanics are undoubtedly
natural beliefs; but, for all that, the early formulations
of them were exceedingly erroneous. The general
approximation to truth in natural beliefs is, in fact, a case
of the general adaptation of genetic products to recognizable
utilities or ends. Now, the adaptations of nature,
beautiful and often marvelous as they verily are, are never
found to be quite perfect; so that the argument is quite
against the absolute exactitude of any natural belief, including
that of the principle of causation.

Another argument, or convenient commonplace, is that
absolute chance is inconceivable. (This word has eight current
significations. The Century Dictionary enumerates
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