
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Chance, love, and logic - philosophical essays (IA chancelovelogicp00peir 0).pdf/235

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
six.) Those who talk like this will hardly be persuaded
to say in what sense they mean that chance is inconceivable.
Should they do so, it would easily be shown either
that they have no sufficient reason for the statement or
that the inconceivability is of a kind which does not prove
that chance is non-existent.

Another a priori argument is that chance is unintelligible;
that is to say, while it may perhaps be conceivable, it does
not disclose to the eye of reason the how or why of things;
and since a hypothesis can only be justified so far as it
renders some phenomenon intelligible, we never can have
any right to suppose absolute chance to enter into the
production of anything in nature. This argument may be
considered in connection with two others. Namely, instead
of going so far as to say that the supposition of chance can
never properly be used to explain any observed fact, it
may be alleged merely that no facts are known which such
a supposition could in any way help in explaining. Or
again, the allegation being still further weakened, it may be
said that since departures from law are not unmistakably
observed, chance is not a vera causa, and ought not unnecessarily
to be introduced into a hypothesis.

These are no mean arguments, and require us to examine
the matter a little more closely. Come, my superior opponent,
let me learn from your wisdom. It seems to me
that every throw of sixes with a pair of dice is a manifest
instance of chance.

"While you would hold a throw of deuce-ace to be
brought about by necessity?" (The opponent's supposed
remarks are placed in quotation marks.)
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