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(5) But I must leave undeveloped the chief of my reasons,
and can only adumbrate it. The hypothesis of chance-spontaneity
is one whose inevitable consequences are capable
of being traced out with mathematical precision into considerable
detail. Much of this I have done and find the
consequences to agree with observed facts to an extent
which seems to me remarkable. But the matter and
methods of reasoning are novel, and I have no right to
promise that other mathematicians shall find my deductions
as satisfactory as I myself do, so that the strongest reason
for my belief must for the present remain a private reason
of my own, and cannot influence others. I mention it to
explain my own position; and partly to indicate to future
mathematical speculators a veritable goldmine, should time
and circumstances and the abridger of all joys prevent my
opening it to the world.

If now I, in my turn, inquire of the necessitarian why
he prefers to suppose that all specification goes back to the
beginning of things, he will answer me with one of those
last three arguments which I left unanswered.

First, he may say that chance is a thing absolutely unintelligible,
and, therefore, that we never can be entitled
to make such a supposition. But does not this objection
smack of naïve impudence? It is not mine, it is his own
conception of the universe which leads abruptly up to hard,
ultimate, inexplicable, immutable law, on the one hand, and
to inexplicable specification and diversification of circumstances
on the other. My view, on the contrary, hypothetises
nothing at all, unless it be hypothesis to say that all
specification came about in some sense, and is not to be
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