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of Cambridge held many an antiseptic against Concord
transcendentalism; and I am not conscious of having contracted
any of that virus. Nevertheless, it is probable that
some cultured bacilli, some benignant form of the disease
was implanted in my soul, unawares, and that now, after
long incubation, it comes to the surface, modified by mathematical
conceptions and by training in physical investigations.

The next step in the study of cosmology must be to examine
the general law of mental action. In doing this, I
shall for the time drop my tychism out of view, in order to
allow a free and independent expansion to another conception
signalized in my first Monist paper as one of the
most indispensable to philosophy, though it was not there
dwelt upon; I mean the idea of continuity. The tendency
to regard continuity, in the sense in which I shall define it,
as an idea of prime importance in philosophy may conveniently
be termed synechism. The present paper is intended
chiefly to show what synechism is, and what it leads
to. I attempted, a good many years ago, to develop this
doctrine in the Journal of Speculative Philosophy (Vol. II.);
but I am able now to improve upon that exposition, in which
I was a little blinded by nominalistic prepossessions. I
refer to it, because students may possibly find that some
points not sufficiently explained in the present paper are
cleared up in those earlier ones.



WHAT THE LAW IS

Logical analysis applied to mental phenomena shows that
there is but one law of mind, namely, that ideas tend to











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/245&oldid=11100087"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:40
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:40.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








