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spread continuously and to affect certain others which stand
to them in a peculiar relation of affectibility. In this
spreading they lose intensity, and especially the power of
affecting others, but gain generality and become welded with
other ideas.

I set down this formula at the beginning, for convenience;
and now proceed to comment upon it.



INDIVIDUALITY OF IDEAS

We are accustomed to speak of ideas as reproduced, as
passed from mind to mind, as similar or dissimilar to one
another, and, in short, as if they were substantial things;
nor can any reasonable objection be raised to such expressions.
But taking the word "idea" in the sense of an
event in an individual consciousness, it is clear that an idea
once past is gone forever, and any supposed recurrence of
it is another idea. These two ideas are not present in the
same state of consciousness, and therefore cannot possibly
be compared. To say, therefore, that they are similar can
only mean that an occult power from the depths of the soul
forces us to connect them in our thoughts after they are
both no more. We may note, here, in passing, that of the
two generally recognized principles of association, contiguity
and similarity, the former is a connection due to a power
without, the latter a connection due to a power within.

But what can it mean to say that ideas wholly past are
thought of at all, any longer? They are utterly unknowable.
What distinct meaning can attach to saying that an
idea in the past in any way affects an idea in the future,
from which it is completely detached? A phrase between
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