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the assertion and the denial of which there can in no case
be any sensible difference is mere gibberish.

I will not dwell further upon this point, because it is a
commonplace of philosophy.



CONTINUITY OF IDEAS

We have here before us a question of difficulty, analogous
to the question of nominalism and realism. But when once
it has been clearly formulated, logic leaves room for one
answer only. How can a past idea be present? Can it
be present vicariously? To a certain extent, perhaps; but
not merely so; for then the question would arise how the
past idea can be related to its vicarious representation.
The relation, being between ideas, can only exist in some
consciousness: now that past idea was in no consciousness
but that past consciousness that alone contained it; and
that did not embrace the vicarious idea.

Some minds will here jump to the conclusion that a past
idea cannot in any sense be present. But that is hasty
and illogical. How extravagant, too, to pronounce our
whole knowledge of the past to be mere delusion! Yet it
would seem that the past is as completely beyond the
bounds of possible experience as a Kantian thing-in-itself.

How can a past idea be present? Not vicariously. Then,
only by direct perception. In other words, to be present,
it must be ipso facto present. That is, it cannot be wholly
past; it can only be going, infinitesimally past, less past
than any assignable past date. We are thus brought to
the conclusion that the present is connected with the past
by a series of real infinitesimal steps.
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