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ANALYSIS OF TIME

One of the most marked features about the law of mind
is that it makes time to have a definite direction of flow
from past to future. The relation of past to future is, in
reference to the law of mind, different from the relation of
future to past. This makes one of the great contrasts between
the law of mind and the law of physical force, where
there is no more distinction between the two opposite directions
in time than between moving northward and moving
southward.

In order, therefore, to analyze the law of mind, we must
begin by asking what the flow of time consists in. Now,
we find that in reference to any individual state of feeling,
all others are of two classes, those which affect this one
(or have a tendency to affect it, and what this means we
shall inquire shortly), and those which do not. The present
is affectible by the past but not by the future.

Moreover, if state A is affected by state B, and state B
by state C, then A is affected by state C, though not so much
so. It follows, that if A is affectible by B, B is not affectible
by A.

If, of two states, each is absolutely unaffectible by the
other, they are to be regarded as parts of the same state.
They are contemporaneous.

To say that a state is between two states means that it
affects one and is affected by the other. Between any two
states in this sense lies an innumerable series of states affecting
one another; and if a state lies between a given state
and any other state which can be reached by inserting
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