
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Chance, love, and logic - philosophical essays (IA chancelovelogicp00peir 0).pdf/261

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
Let us now consider an aspect of the Aristotelical principle
which is particularly important in philosophy. Suppose
a surface to be part red and part blue; so that every
point on it is either red or blue, and, of course, no part
can be both red and blue. What, then, is the color of the
boundary line between the red and the blue? The answer
is that red or blue, to exist at all, must be spread over a
surface; and the color of the surface is the color of the
surface in the immediate neighborhood of the point. I
purposely use a vague form of expression. Now, as the
parts of the surface in the immediate neighborhood of any
ordinary point upon a curved boundary are half of them
red and half blue, it follows that the boundary is half red
and half blue. In like manner, we find it necessary to
hold that consciousness essentially occupies time; and what
is present to the mind at any ordinary instant, is what is
present during a moment in which that instant occurs.
Thus, the present is half past and half to come. Again,
the color of the parts of a surface at any finite distance
from a point, has nothing to do with its color just at that
point; and, in the parallel, the feeling at any finite interval
from the present has nothing to do with the present feeling,
except vicariously. Take another case: the velocity of a
particle at any instant of time is its mean velocity during
an infinitesimal instant in which that time is contained.
Just so my immediate feeling is my feeling through an infinitesimal
duration containing the present instant.
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