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we are trying to do involves this action, and this, and this.
Then, the general idea comes which unites all those actions,
and thereupon the desire to perform the motion calls up
the general idea. The same mental process is many times
employed whenever we are learning to speak a language
or are acquiring any sort of skill.

Thus, by induction, a number of sensations followed by
one reaction become united under one general idea followed
by the same reaction; while by the hypothetic process, a
number of reactions called for by one occasion get united
in a general idea which is called out by the same occasion.
By deduction, the habit fulfils its function of calling out
certain reactions on certain occasions.



UNCERTAINTY OF MENTAL ACTION

The inductive and hypothetic forms of inference are
essentially probable inferences, not necessary; while deduction
may be either necessary or probable.

But no mental action seems to be necessary or invariable
in its character. In whatever manner the mind has reacted
under a given sensation, in that manner it is the more likely
to react again; were this, however, an absolute necessity,
habits would become wooden and ineradicable, and no room
being left for the formation of new habits, intellectual life
would come to a speedy close. Thus, the uncertainty of
the mental law is no mere defect of it, but is on the contrary
of its essence. The truth is, the mind is not subject
to "law," in the same rigid sense that matter is. It only
experiences gentle forces which merely render it more likely
to act in a given way than it otherwise would be. There
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