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office-filling would be found an unmixed good. He holds
that monetary considerations should usually be the decisive
ones in questions of public policy. He respects the principle
of individualism and of laissez-faire as the greatest
agency of civilization. These views, among others, I know
to be obtrusive marks of a "mugwump." Now, suppose
I casually meet a man in a railway-train, and falling into
conversation find that he holds opinions of this sort; I am
naturally led to suppose that he is a "mugwump." That
is hypothetic inference. That is to say, a number of readily
verifiable marks of a mugwump being selected, I find this
man has these, and infer that he has all the other characters
which go to make a thinker of that stripe. Or let us suppose
that I meet a man of a semi-clerical appearance and
a sub-pharisaical sniff, who appears to look at things from
the point of view of a rather wooden dualism. He cites
several texts of scripture and always with particular attention
to their logical implications; and he exhibits a sternness,
almost amounting to vindictiveness, toward evil-doers,
in general. I readily conclude that he is a minister of a
certain denomination. Now the mind acts in a way similar
to this, every time we acquire a power of co-ordinating reactions
in a peculiar way, as in performing any act requiring
skill. Thus, most persons have a difficulty in moving
the two hands simultaneously and in opposite directions
through two parallel circles nearly in the medial plane of
the body. To learn to do this, it is necessary to attend,
first, to the different actions in different parts of the motion,
when suddenly a general conception of the action springs
up and it becomes perfectly easy. We think the motion











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/271&oldid=11100120"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:45
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:45.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








