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mind is under the dominion of a habit or association by
virtue of which a general idea suggests in each case a corresponding
reaction. But a certain sensation is seen to involve
that idea. Consequently, that sensation is followed
by that reaction. That is the way the hind legs of a frog,
separated from the rest of the body, reason, when you
pinch them. It is the lowest form of psychical manifestation.

By induction, a habit becomes established. Certain sensations,
all involving one general idea, are followed each
by the same reaction; and an association becomes established,
whereby that general idea gets to be followed uniformly
by that reaction.

Habit is that specialization of the law of mind whereby
a general idea gains the power of exciting reactions. But
in order that the general idea should attain all its functionality,
it is necessary, also, that it should become suggestible
by sensations. That is accomplished by a psychical
process having the form of hypothetic inference. By hypothetic
inference, I mean, as I have explained in other writings,
an induction from qualities. For example, I know
that the kind of man known and classed as a "mugwump"
has certain characteristics. He has a high self-respect and
places great value upon social distinction. He laments the
great part that rowdyism and unrefined good-fellowship
play in the dealings of American politicians with their constituency.
He thinks that the reform which would follow
from the abandonment of the system by which the distribution
of offices is made to strengthen party organizations
and a return to the original and essential conception of
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