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then they may get to be connected in other modes than
through continuity. Certainly, I cannot see how anyone
can deny that the infinite diversity of the universe, which
we call chance, may bring ideas into proximity which are
not associated in one general idea. It may do this many
times. But then the law of continuous spreading will produce
a mental association; and this I suppose is an abridged
statement of the way the universe has been evolved. But
if I am asked whether a blind [Greek: anagkê] cannot bring ideas
together, first I point out that it would not remain blind.
There being a continuous connection between the ideas,
they would infallibly become associated in a living, feeling,
and perceiving general idea. Next, I cannot see what the
mustness or necessity of this [Greek: anagkê] would consist in.
In the absolute uniformity of the phenomenon, says the
nominalist. Absolute is well put in; for if it merely happened
so three times in succession, or three million times
in succession, in the absence of any reason, the coincidence
could only be attributed to chance. But absolute uniformity
must extend over the whole infinite future; and it
is idle to talk of that except as an idea. No; I think we
can only hold that wherever ideas come together they tend
to weld into general ideas; and wherever they are generally
connected, general ideas govern the connection; and these
general ideas are living feelings spread out.



MENTAL LAW FOLLOWS THE FORMS OF LOGIC

The three main classes of logical inference are Deduction,
Induction, and Hypothesis. These correspond to three
chief modes of action of the human soul. In deduction the
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