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such great results in all the positive sciences. We must
extend the law of insistency into the future. Plainly, the
insistency of a future idea with reference to the present is a
quantity affected by the minus sign; for it is the present
that affects the future, if there be any effect, not the future
that affects the present. Accordingly, the curve of insistency
is a sort of equilateral hyperbola. (See the figure.)
Such a conception is none the less mathematical, that its
quantification cannot now be exactly specified.

Now consider the induction which we have here been led
into. This curve says that feeling which has not yet
emerged into immediate consciousness is already affectible
and already affected. In fact, this is habit, by virtue of
which an idea is brought up into present consciousness by
a bond that had already been established between it and
another idea while it was still in futuro.

We can now see what the affection of one idea by another
consists in. It is that the affected idea is attached
as a logical predicate to the affecting idea as subject. So
when a feeling emerges into immediate consciousness, it
always appears as a modification of a more or less general
object already in the mind. The word suggestion is well
adapted to expressing this relation. The future is suggested
by, or rather is influenced by the suggestions of, the past.



IDEAS CANNOT BE CONNECTED EXCEPT BY CONTINUITY

That ideas can nowise be connected without continuity
is sufficiently evident to one who reflects upon the matter.
But still the opinion may be entertained that after continuity
has once made the connection of ideas possible,
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