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was the fashionable amusement to spend one's evenings
in a flood of tears over a woeful performance on a candle-litten
stage, sometimes made itself a little ridiculous. But
what after all is sentimentalism? It is an ism, a doctrine,
namely, the doctrine that great respect should be paid to
the natural judgments of the sensible heart. This is what
sentimentalism precisely is; and I entreat the reader to
consider whether to contemn it is not of all blasphemies the
most degrading. Yet the nineteenth century has steadily
contemned it, because it brought about the Reign of Terror.
That it did so is true. Still, the whole question is
one of how much. The Reign of Terror was very bad; but
now the Gradgrind banner has been this century long
flaunting in the face of heaven, with an insolence to provoke
the very skies to scowl and rumble. Soon a flash and
quick peal will shake economists quite out of their complacency,
too late. The twentieth century, in its latter
half, shall surely see the deluge-tempest burst upon the
social order,—to clear upon a world as deep in ruin as
that greed-philosophy has long plunged it into guilt. No
post-thermidorian high jinks then!

So a miser is a beneficent power in a community, is he?
With the same reason precisely, only in a much higher degree,
you might pronounce the Wall Street sharp to be a
good angel, who takes money from heedless persons not
likely to guard it properly, who wrecks feeble enterprises
better stopped, and who administers wholesome lessons to
unwary scientific men, by passing worthless checks upon
them,—as you did, the other day, to me, my millionaire
Master in glomery, when you thought you saw your way











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/316&oldid=11100174"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:52
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:52.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








