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to using my process without paying for it, and of so bequeathing
to your children something to boast of their
father about,—and who by a thousand wiles puts money
at the service of intelligent greed, in his own person. Bernard
Mandeville, in his Fable of the Bees, maintains
that private vices of all descriptions are public benefits,
and proves it, too, quite as cogently as the economist proves
his point concerning the miser. He even argues, with no
slight force, that but for vice civilization would never
have existed. In the same spirit, it has been strongly
maintained and is to-day widely believed that all acts of
charity and benevolence, private and public, go seriously
to degrade the human race.

The Origin of Species of Darwin merely extends
politico-economical views of progress to the entire realm of
animal and vegetable life. The vast majority of our contemporary
naturalists hold the opinion that the true cause
of those exquisite and marvellous adaptations of nature
for which, when I was a boy, men used to extol the divine
wisdom is that creatures are so crowded together that those
of them that happen to have the slightest advantage force
those less pushing into situations unfavorable to multiplication
or even kill them before they reach the age of reproduction.
Among animals, the mere mechanical individualism
is vastly reënforced as a power making for good
by the animal's ruthless greed. As Darwin puts it on his
title-page, it is the struggle for existence; and he should
have added for his motto: Every individual for himself,
and the Devil take the hindmost! Jesus, in his sermon
on the Mount, expressed a different opinion.
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