
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Chance, love, and logic - philosophical essays (IA chancelovelogicp00peir 0).pdf/318

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
Here, then, is the issue. The gospel of Christ says that
progress comes from every individual merging his individuality
in sympathy with his neighbors. On the other side,
the conviction of the nineteenth century is that progress
takes place by virtue of every individual's striving for himself
with all his might and trampling his neighbor under
foot whenever he gets a chance to do so. This may accurately
be called the Gospel of Greed.

Much is to be said on both sides. I have not concealed,
I could not conceal, my own passionate predilection. Such
a confession will probably shock my scientific brethren.
Yet the strong feeling is in itself, I think, an argument of
some weight in favor of the agapastic theory of evolution,—so
far as it may be presumed to bespeak the normal
judgment of the Sensible Heart. Certainly, if it were
possible to believe in agapasm without believing it warmly,
that fact would be an argument against the truth of the
doctrine. At any rate, since the warmth of feeling exists,
it should on every account be candidly confessed; especially
since it creates a liability to onesidedness on my part
against which it behooves my readers and me to be severally
on our guard.



SECOND THOUGHTS. IRENICA.

Let us try to define the logical affinities of the different
theories of evolution. Natural selection, as conceived by
Darwin, is a mode of evolution in which the only positive
agent of change in the whole passage from moner to man
is fortuitous variation. To secure advance in a definite
direction chance has to be seconded by some action that
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