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fortuitous events may result in a physical law, and further
that this is the way in which those laws which appear to
conflict with the principle of the conservation of energy
are to be explained, had taken a strong hold upon the minds
of all who were abreast of the leaders of thought. By such
minds, it was inevitable that the Origin of Species, whose
teaching was simply the application of the same principle
to the explanation of another "non-conservative" action,
that of organic development, should be hailed and welcomed.
The sublime discovery of the conservation of energy
by Helmholtz in 1847, and that of the mechanical theory of
heat by Clausius and by Rankine, independently, in 1850,
had decidedly overawed all those who might have been
inclined to sneer at physical science. Thereafter a belated
poet still harping upon "science peddling with the names
of things" would fail of his effect. Mechanism was now
known to be all, or very nearly so. All this time, utilitarianism,—that
improved substitute for the Gospel,—was
in its fullest feather; and was a natural ally of an individualistic
theory. Dean Mansell's injudicious advocacy
had led to mutiny among the bondsmen of Sir William
Hamilton, and the nominalism of Mill had profited accordingly;
and although the real science that Darwin was
leading men to was sure some day to give a death-blow to
the sham-science of Mill, yet there were several elements
of the Darwinian theory which were sure to charm the
followers of Mill. Another thing: anæsthetics had been in
use for thirteen years. Already, people's acquaintance with
suffering had dropped off very much; and as a consequence,
that unlovely hardness by which our times are so contrasted
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