
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Chance, love, and logic - philosophical essays (IA chancelovelogicp00peir 0).pdf/321

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
with those that immediately preceded them, had already
set in, and inclined people to relish a ruthless theory. The
reader would quite mistake the drift of what I am saying
if he were to understand me as wishing to suggest that
any of those things (except perhaps Malthus) influenced
Darwin himself. What I mean is that his hypothesis, while
without dispute one of the most ingenious and pretty ever
devised, and while argued with a wealth of knowledge, a
strength of logic, a charm of rhetoric, and above all with
a certain magnetic genuineness that was almost irresistible,
did not appear, at first, at all near to being proved;
and to a sober mind its case looks less hopeful now than
it did twenty years ago; but the extraordinarily favorable
reception it met with was plainly owing, in large measure,
to its ideas being those toward which the age was favorably
disposed, especially, because of the encouragement it gave
to the greed-philosophy.

Diametrically opposed to evolution by chance, are those
theories which attribute all progress to an inward necessary
principle, or other form of necessity. Many naturalists
have thought that if an egg is destined to go through a
certain series of embryological transformations, from which
it is perfectly certain not to deviate, and if in geological
time almost exactly the same forms appear successively,
one replacing another in the same order, the strong presumption
is that this latter succession was as predeterminate
and certain to take place as the former. So, Nägeli, for
instance, conceives that it somehow follows from the first
law of motion and the peculiar, but unknown, molecular
constitution of protoplasm, that forms must complicate
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