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themselves more and more. Kolliker makes one form
generate another after a certain maturation has been accomplished.
Weismann, too, though he calls himself a
Darwinian, holds that nothing is due to chance, but that
all forms are simple mechanical resultants of the heredity
from two parents.[1]  It is very noticeable that all these different
sectaries seek to import into their science a mechanical
necessity to which the facts that come under their observation
do not point. Those geologists who think that the
variation of species is due to cataclysmic alterations of
climate or of the chemical constitution of the air and water
are also making mechanical necessity chief factor of
evolution.

Evolution by sporting and evolution by mechanical necessity
are conceptions warring against one another. A third
method, which supersedes their strife, lies enwrapped in
the theory of Lamarck. According to his view, all that
distinguishes the highest organic forms from the most
rudimentary has been brought about by little hypertrophies
or atrophies which have affected individuals early in their
lives, and have been transmitted to their offspring. Such
a transmission of acquired characters is of the general
nature of habit-taking, and this is the representative and
derivative within the physiological domain of the law of
mind. Its action is essentially dissimilar to that of a physical
force; and that is the secret of the repugnance of such
necessitarians as Weismann to admitting its existence. The
Lamarckians further suppose that although some of the


	↑ I am happy to find that Dr. Carus, too, ranks Weismann among the
opponents of Darwin, notwithstanding his flying that flag.












[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Chance,_love,_and_logic_-_philosophical_essays_(IA_chancelovelogicp00peir_0).pdf/322&oldid=11100182"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:53
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 19 March 2021, at 16:53.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








