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I set down these figures to show how insignificantly few
are the cases in which anything very far out of the common
run presents itself by chance. Though the stature of only
every second man is included within the four inches between
5 feet 4 inches and 5 feet 8 inches, yet if this interval
be extended by thrice four inches above and below, it will
embrace all our 8 millions odd of native-born adult white
males (of 1880), except only 9 taller and 9 shorter.

The test of minute variation, if not satisfied, absolutely
negatives tychasm. If it is satisfied, we shall find that it
negatives anancasm but not agapasm. We want a positive
test, satisfied by tychasm, only. Now wherever we find
men's thought taking by imperceptible degrees a turn contrary
to the purposes which animate them, in spite of their
highest impulses, there, we may safely conclude, there has
been a tychastic action.

Students of the history of mind there be of an erudition
to fill an imperfect scholar like me with envy edulcorated
by joyous admiration, who maintain that ideas when just
started are and can be little more than freaks, since they
cannot yet have been critically examined, and further that
everywhere and at all times progress has been so gradual
that it is difficult to make out distinctly what original step
any given man has taken. It would follow that tychasm
has been the sole method of intellectual development. I
have to confess I cannot read history so; I cannot help
thinking that while tychasm has sometimes been operative,
at others great steps covering nearly the same ground and
made by different men independently, have been mistaken
for a succession of small steps, and further that students
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