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have been reluctant to admit a real entitative "spirit" of
an age or of a people, under the mistaken and unscrutinized
impression that they should thus be opening the door to wild
and unnatural hypotheses. I find, on the contrary, that,
however it may be with the education of individual minds,
the historical development of thought has seldom been
of a tychastic nature, and exclusively in backward and
barbarizing movements. I desire to speak with the extreme
modesty which befits a student of logic who is required to
survey so very wide a field of human thought that he can
cover it only by a reconnaissance, to which only the greatest
skill and most adroit methods can impart any value at all;
but, after all, I can only express my own opinions and not
those of anybody else; and in my humble judgment, the
largest example of tychasm is afforded by the history of
Christianity, from about its establishment by Constantine,
to, say, the time of the Irish monasteries, an era or eon of
about 500 years. Undoubtedly the external circumstance
which more than all others at first inclined men to accept
Christianity in its loveliness and tenderness, was the fearful
extent to which society was broken up into units by the unmitigated
greed and hard-heartedness into which the
Romans had seduced the world. And yet it was that very
same fact, more than any other external circumstance, that
fostered that bitterness against the wicked world of which
the primitive gospel of Mark contains not a single trace.
At least, I do not detect it in the remark about the blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost, where nothing is said about
vengeance, nor even in that speech where the closing lines of
Isaiah are quoted, about the worm and the fire that feed
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