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upon the "carcasses of the men that have transgressed
against me." But little by little the bitterness increases
until in the last book of the New Testament, its poor distracted
author represents that all the time Christ was talking
about having come to save the world, the secret design
was to catch the entire human race, with the exception of a
paltry 144,000, and souse them all in a brimstone lake,
and as the smoke of their torment went up forever and ever,
to turn and remark, "There is no curse any more." Would
it be an insensible smirk or a fiendish grin that should
accompany such an utterance? I wish I could believe St.
John did not write it; but it is his gospel which tells about
the "resurrection unto condemnation,"—that is of men's
being resuscitated just for the sake of torturing them;—and,
at any rate, the Revelation is a very ancient composition.
One can understand that the early Christians were
like men trying with all their might to climb a steep declivity
of smooth wet clay; the deepest and truest element of
their life, animating both heart and head, was universal
love; but they were continually, and against their wills,
slipping into a party spirit, every slip serving as a precedent,
in a fashion but too familiar to every man. This party feeling
insensibily grew until by about A.D. 330 the luster of
the pristine integrity that in St. Mark reflects the white
spirit of light was so far tarnished that Eusebius, (the Jared
Sparks of that day), in the preface to his History, could announce
his intention of exaggerating everything that tended
to the glory of the church and of suppressing whatever
might disgrace it. His Latin contemporary Lactantius is
worse, still; and so the darkling went on increasing until
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